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DE-INHIBITIONATORS is a large-scale public performance art piece by artist and 2010-2011 Franklin Furnace 
Fundwinner Arielle Falk. Performers will inhabit 6 differently colored and sized upright, rectangular, wheeled, 
wooden structures/sculptures, or DE-INHIBITIONATORS, and walk them around during the day in Union Square 
Park. The structures will cover the occupants from head to toe yet still allow them to see (through special privacy 
screens) and move about, experiencing the surrounding public space privately and anonymously, free from binding 
elements such as the ego, the physical self, and the gaze of the other, while creating a random dance of these 
unexpected sculptures in the park/cityscape.  
 
The goal of this project is to provoke reflection on the consumer driven nature of our culture. DE-
INHIBITIONATORS is a response to the prevailing ideology that instructs us that to live is to acquire and that 
modern identity - the Curated Self - is almost entirely assembled through the act of consumption.  By reducing the 
identity of the inhabitant to that of an anonymous, genderless entity, devoid of any indicator of class or status, these 
structures playfully allude to a state of mind in which all are equal and force us to consider the ways in which our 
excessive consumer habits numb and inhibit us on both an individual and societal level. It is Falk’s hope that DE-
INHIBITIONATORS will inspire viewers to look past their own carefully assembled identities, past the 
commodification of the self (via shopping, Facebook etc.) and to refocus on thinking about more authentic kinds of 
community for the 21st century.  
 
Interactive on many levels, DE-INHIBITIONATORS requires participation from not only the volunteers occupying 
the structures, but also the passersby, the general public, who by moving through the park alongside the gliding 
sculptures will become both audience and part of the performance. The physical landscape of Union Square, a park 
as well as a major shopping destination, is also a vital interactive component both conceptually and visually. By 
freeing their inhabitants from their constructed identities, as well as by simply existing as a free public art piece, the 
DE-INHIBITIONATORS will actively challenge the surrounding consumerist environment, while at the same time, 
their colors and shapes will constantly interact with those of the natural and man made landscape. 
 
---- 
 
Arielle Falk, born 1983 in Washington DC, is a Brooklyn-based artist working in video, performance, and sculpture. She received her BA from 
Eugene Lang College (NYC) in 2007 and has since exhibited both nationally and internationally at venues such as P.P.O.W Gallery, Envoy 
Enterprises, Cuchifritos, Movement Research at Judson Church, Art in Odd Places Pedestrian Festival, BolteLang (Zurich), Antimatter 
Underground Film Festival (Canada), EXiS Experimental Film & Video Festival (Korea) and Festival Miden (Greece). Her first solo exhibition, 
Lego My Ego, held last year at LZ Project Space in NYC's Lower East Side, was named "Best in Show" by The Village Voice. 
www.ariellefalk.com 
 
Franklin Furnace's mission is to present, preserve, interpret, proselytize and advocate on behalf of avant-garde art, especially forms that may 
be vulnerable due to institutional neglect, their ephemeral nature, or politically unpopular content. Franklin Furnace is dedicated to serving artists 
by providing both physical and virtual venues for the presentation of time-based visual art, including but not limited to artists' books and 
periodicals, installation art, performance art, "variable media art"; and to undertake other activities related to these purposes. Franklin Furnace is 
committed to serving emerging artists; to assuming an aggressive pedagogical stance with regard to the value of avant-garde art to life; and to 
fostering artists' zeal to broadcast ideas. www.franklinfurnace.org 
 
This performance was made possible, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council. Major support of the Franklin Furnace Fund was provided in 2010-11 by the Lambent Foundation Fund of Tides 
Foundation and Jerome Foundation. 
 
 


